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New Associate Campus Minister 
 
My name is Joshua Zito (the one in the vest), next 
to me is my beautiful wife Laura and the tiny one 
is our newborn hobbit Rosanna. We are very      
excited to join your family as I take on the role of 
Associate Campus Minister. This will be an excit-
ing chapter in our lives, and we hope to bring the 

same level of excitement to YOU, through our 
service, our nerd-iness, and our mutual love for 
Christ! 
 
Laura and I grew up in the Churches of Christ. Both 
of our parents have served as church leaders: Laura’s father was an elder and my parents  
served as missionaries in Italy for 10 years (’95-’05). Although I grew up in a Christian missionary 
home, I actually rejected the faith throughout my adolescent years. I did not accept the gift of 
Christ until I was 21. As a missionary kid, I had grown to resent the faith, and I actually harbored 
contempt towards God for the many struggles that come with missions. It wasn't until I became 
broken that His call pulled me to the feet of the cross. I had been looking for “divine-signs” my 
entire life, but oddly enough, it was the realization of the reality of our enemy, that drove me to 
our Lord. 
 
Laura and I have had a lot of experience in campus ministry, in fact, it’s where we fell in love! 
As some of you may know, once upon a time Tyler Ellis was our campus minister at Northern   
Arizona University, and it was he who baptized both Laura and I. Tyler shepherded both of us 

during our early years as infant-Christians. After Tyler moved from Arizona in 2010, Laura and I 
continued our studies at NAU and stayed heavily involved in our Campus Ministry. Laura served 
on the worship team, conducted girl’s Bible studies, and eventually served as the Children’s   
Education Chair at our church. I went on to become our ministry’s Student President, and ended 
up wearing many different ministry hats: 
 
 Event Coordinator for Collegiate Day of Prayer; Pray for the Persecute; Relay for Life; Transi-

Tubes (Aid for the homeless and transient population of Flagstaff); and Mission Trip with 
Apache Youth Ministry. 

 Bible study teacher and facilitator (Tactics in Defending the Faith by Greg Koukl) 
 Teen-class teacher 
 Graphic Designer for promotional material (print and web) 



Apart from my experience, I think the most valuable thing I bring to the table is my passion for 
the Great Commission. I am extremely excited to have the opportunity to exhort and encourage 
college students at UTK to live intentional Christian lives. Let us labor for our Lord, glorify His 
name, and make Him look awesome among the nations! 
 
Finally, it is a bittersweet moment where Laura and I must take off the TrueBlue colors and take 
on the Orange. And though we will always be Lumberjacks — Go Vols! 
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